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CHAPTER  VII
CONVERSION
WHEN Augustine spoke of his Platonist education as a vision of the promised land from the summit of a wooded hill, he was speaking as a Christian. In reality, Neo-Platonism was much more than a philosophy. It was a religion, and a religion of ascetic character on its ethical side. Augustine somehow ignores this side of the Alexandrian system, and finds in it nothing to correspond to the severe practical discipline of the Epistles. From that point of view he had some reason to say that the Platonist merely described heaven, while St. Paul indicated the path to it. In our own day the.process of conversion would be complete with the mental progress we have already followed. The convert would go on his secular way, heeding nothing of paths to heaven beyond a certain sobriety of life. Plato— it is really that of Plotinus with the Christian features emphasised. He then shows how unable Plato was to communicate this sublime conception of God to the masses, how powerless the wisest of mortals would be to convert the world to it. Head never seen before.rks great thoughtsPhasdrus, Republic, and Gorgias;
